Docket: 03100309aa 

2 

Listing of the Claims: 

The fol lowing is a complete listing of all the claims in the application, with an 
indication of the status of each: 

1 . (Currently amended) A method for operating an exhaust gas purification system for 
th e thcmial puri ficatio n of an oxygai-containing or non^oxygen^con t aining exhaust 
gas which contains organosilicon compounds, the exhaust gas being p re h e at e d in at 
least one rcg c nci a t or by means of a h e at storage mater i al, at least a pail of t h e h e at 
s tor age material being a bed , comprising the steps of: 

treating said exhaust gas in a regenerator with a heat storage material at least a 
poition of which forms a bed: 

removing at least a portion of said removal of the heat storage material of said 
bed from said regenerator after adhesions are formed on said heat storage material 
from oxidation of said organosilicon compounds; 

purifyi ng p u ri f i catio n of the heat storage material removed from said 
regenerator bv removing adhesions from said heat storage material; and 

re-introducing r e - introduction of the heat storage material purified in said 
purifying step into the regenerator r cg e nator to refill the bed for retaining oxidation 
products of the organosilicon compounds in the fonn of adhesions on the heal storage 
material. 

2. (Currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 1 , wherein the steps of 
removing, purifying and re-introducing removal, purificati o n and rc-introduc t i o n of 
the heat storage material is effected automatically or semiautomatically. 

3. (Currently amended) The method as claimed in claim I, wherein the treating step is 
perfomicd in the l e gcnerati ve pi ch e ating and co o ling, and t he oxidation of th e exhaust 
gas, ai e eff e c t ed within a r egenerator which is ope r ated alternately with upward and 
downward flow. 
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4. (Currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 3, further comprising the step 
of peifonuiug a flushing the regenerator cyde-with intermediate storage of the 
exhaust gas. 

5. (Previously presented) The method as claimed in claim 1 , wherein the at least one 
regenerator includes two or more regenerators each with beds which are connected to 
a combustion space and through which flow takes place alternately, each of said two 
or more regenerators are equipped with an apparatus for removal and re-introduction 
of the heat storage material after purification using a separatioa apparatus. 

6. (Previously presented) The method as claimed in claim 2. wherein said at least one 
regenerator includes two or more regenerators, and wherein said steps of removal, 
purification and re-introduction of the heat storage material is effected at successive 
times in individual regenerators of said two or more regenerators, 

7. (Currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 1, further comprising the 
step of detecting a pressure drop across said bed of said heat storage material and 
perfonnin^ said st^ps of removing purifyin g, and re-intrndufiing said heat storage 
material aiter a maximum permissible pressure drop is exceeded. 

8. (Currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the heat storage 
material is removed, purified , and re-intrndiiceH after certain time intervals. 



9. (Canceled) 

10. (Cun ently amended) The method as claimed in claim I , wherein said step of 
removing removal removes only part;ly said heat storage material. 

1 1 . (Currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 1 , wherein said treating step 
includes Hwrpreheating is biuuglit about n ot completely in a regenerative manner bat 
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12. (Currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 1, fiirther comprising the 
stgELof characterized in that a t least a poilion uf the tnugy for thcm i al purification of 
said o xygen-conta i ning or iion-oxygen-contaimng exlidusl gas is inti - oduced with the 
atd^admixing of natural gas into the exhaust gas, electrically, via a burner or by gas 
injection. 

13-14. (Canceled) 

15. (Previously presented) The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the heat storage 
material which forms the bed consists of solid or hollow spheres, 

16. (Previously presented) The method as claimed in claim 1 , wherein the at least one 
regenerator includes two or more regenerators, each .of which have a discharge 
connected to a separation apparatus. 



17. (Canceled) 



